[Existence of cholinergic receptors in the very young chick embryo].
The injection of certain cholinergic agents in the yolk sac of young Chick embryos (40 to 48 hrs. of incubation) gives rise to a twisting of the cervical notochord and spinal cord and contraction of the cervical somites. These morphogenetic changes result in spinal column malformations in older embryos. The effects of the cholinergic agents are inhibited by simultaneous treatments with a cholinergic agonist and an antagonist or a cholinergic receptor ligand. The results lead to the assumption that the early embryos already possess cholinergic receptors, probably located in the notochord.